
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. 2.] REVIEWS. 325 

volume from Bristol. Historical students of the twentieth century 
may well congratulate themselves on their advantage over those of 
the nineteenth. 

The editorial work of Mr. Bickley, so far as it can be judged of, 
seems to have been done very well. Careful transcription, literal 
translation, judicious selection, brief but suggestive introductory 
remarks, the occasional footnote explanation or cross reference, and 
all of the many phases of the important but inconspicuous work of 
an editor give every indication of excellence of performance. It is 
a valuable record, well brought out through every stage, even up to 
that of the printer and the binder. ^ p r; HEYNEY 

University of Pennsylvania. 

Municipal Engineering and Sanitation. By M. N. Baker. 
The Citizens' Library. New York, The Macmillan Co., 1902. — 
viii, 317 pp. 

Mr. Baker, as a civil engineer and associate editor of the Engi- 
neering News, is entitled to speak with authority on his subject. His 
book is a brief but comprehensive discussion of those many public 
or quasi-public functions falling under the general terms " engineer- 
ing" and " sanitation," which are so immensely important to the well- 
being of city dwellers. The wide scope of these functions may be 
judged by the fact that the volume contains no less than forty-three 
chapters, each covering a fairly distinct subject. Several valuable 
chapters are the work of Mrs. Baker. 

The author takes very high ground, not merely as to the number 
of the services which the city government should render, but also as to 
the quality of those services. Not his least contribution is the force 
with which he brings home the dependence of the comfort, the con- 
venience and especially of the health of the citizens upon the per- 
formance, and the best performance, of functions which are possible 
only through collective action. He does not waste time in abstra'ct 
discussion of the proper limitations of direct public action or of 
public control, but assumes that whatever the municipal government 
can do to increase the welfare of the people it may and should 
do. Mr. Baker lays much emphasis, too, on the desirability of 
proper regard to aesthetic values in the construction of public 
works. 

After setting forth the nature of the service which the citizen has 
the right to demand in each field, the author describes in simple but 
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scientific manner the technical means for securing the ends sought. 
The relative merits of different methods, and their adaptability to 
varying conditions, are briefly discussed. Perhaps the most inter- 
esting parts of the book are those dealing with " Municipal Supplies " 
and with "Collection and Disposal of Wastes." The imperative 
need of pure water is shown, and the various methods of purification, 
where the original supply is unavoidably insanitary, are admirably 
described. The desirability of checking waste of water, a matter too 
often neglected, is emphasized. The writer also lays much stress on 
the sanitary protection of milk supply. Sewerage, drainage and 
sewage disposal are treated forcibly and with comparative fullness ; 
while the discussion of the disposal of garbage and refuse must 
bring much new light to the average citizen or public official. Other 
chapters urge the advantages of public baths, lavatories and water- 
closets — institutions as yet much less developed in American than 
in European cities. Public playgrounds and gymnasiums, in addi- 
tion to ordinary parks, are advocated. Very suggestive, too, is the 
chapter on subways for pipes and wires. 

If any fault could be found with a work so well adapted to its pur- 
pose, it would be that, in the attempt to be comprehensive, some 
topics have necessarily been treated rather superficially. Neverthe- 
less, it was perhaps wise to call attention to the importance of many 
classes of functions, and to make broad suggestions as to the ways 
of performing them, even though limitations of space precluded 
sufficient treatment to permit decisive judgments. In view, how- 
ever, of the extensive discussion which other writers, and indeed city 
people generally, have given to such broad problems as the organi- 
zation of the city government, municipal finance, public franchises 
and municipal ownership, one may perhaps question whether the 
brief chapters on these topics contribute enough that is new, even to 
the everyday citizen, to make them altogether worth while. On the 
other hand, in emphasizing the importance of municipal experts and 
of uniform public accounting and comparative statistics, as well as 
in discussing the proper organization and powers of boards of health, 
the author will have made a distinct contribution of knowledge to 
most of his readers. 

Mr. Baker's book ought to be widely read by students of munici- 
pal affairs, by city officials and by intelligent citizens. It will give 
them a higher ideal regarding the things which cities should do, will 
prove most suggestive as to the manner of doing them and will stim- 
ulate further investigation. R Dana Durand . 



